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mony, Arkansas,  United  States  of  America. 
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visable  to  our  eyes  anymore,  this  does  not  mean  that  life  has  ended  Buddhism 
teaches  reality  and  that  death  is  but  an  illusion.  If  interested  in  this  Noble  Teach- 
ing, write:  Western  Buddhist  Order,  Dept,  of  Information,  Harmony,  Arkansas, 

United  States  of  America. 


THIS  WOULD  I KNOW 

This  would  I know: 

Of  those  who  talk  the  Noble  Eightfold  Way. 

How  many  walk  the  way? 

How  many  know 

The  pitfalls  and  the  snares; 

The  swampland  and  the  plain, 

The  scorching  heat,  the  snows. 

The  drenching  rain? 

The  loneliness  and  heartache 
That  dismay 

The  pilgrim  as  he  journeys 
Night  and  day? 

How  many  walk  the  way? 

This  would  I know: 

Of  those  who  speak  of  the  Four  Noble 
Truths, 

How  many  speak  the  truth? 

How  many  know 
Release  of  mind 
True  wisdom  comprehended? 

Cessation  from  their  pain. 

And  craving  ended? 

Work  out  their  own  salvation, 

Look  within? 

And  in  the  silence 
Find  the  strength  to  win? 

How  many? 

This  would  I know! 

Hesper  Le  Gallienne  Hutchinson 


Guatama  Buddha 


BORN  580  B.  C. 

DIED  490  B.  C. 

Buddha  has  often  been  pictured  as  hav- 
ing had  mongol  features,  such  as  slanting 
eyes  and  other  characteristics  that  would 
identify  Him  with  the  mongolian  branch  of 
mankind.  This  portrayal  is  in  error  as 
historical  facts  indicate  that  Buddha  be- 
longed to  the  aryan  race,  i.e.,  or  that  branch 
of  mankind  from  which  the  Caucasian  race 
came. 


This  mild  and  gentle  teacher’s  religion 
spread  over  vast  parts  of  the  Asian  conti- 
nent and  wherever  it  gained  a foothold,  the 
people  became  mild  and  tolerant.  It  is 
estimated,  that  about  500,000,000  humans  are 
influenced  by  the  way  of  life  as  outlined 
by  the  Perfect  One.  It  is  most  interesting  to 
know,  that  in  the  2500  years  of  Buddhism, 
there  never  has  been  a Buddhistic  war,  nor 
as  far  as  history  records  show,  has  there 
ever  been  a drop  of  blood,  either  man  or 
animal  been  shed  in  Buddha’s  name.  His 
teaching  has  often  been  called.  “The  Wis- 
dom-Religion” by  those  that  have  made  a 
study  of  his  philosophy. 


Department  of  Information 

WESTERN  BUDDHIST  ORDER 
Harmony,  Arkansas 
U.  S.  A. 


BUDDHISM,  THE  WISDOM-RELIGION 

FROM  KNOWLEDGE  TO  WISDOM 

“Knowledge  dwells  in  heads  replete  with  thoughts  of  other 
men;  Wisdom  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own.” — Cowper. 

Let  us  learn  the  Science  and  the  Religion  which  will  enable 
our  minds  to  be  attentive  to  our  own.  In  the  world  of  today  there 
is  too  much  of  knowledge  and  too  little  of  wisdom,  and  as  a result, 
religion  fights  religion,  science  fights  spirituality,  nation  fights 
nation,  and  community  wrangles  take  place.  True  Wisdom  brings 
not  only  liberation  from  the  thoughts  of  other  men,  but  also  en- 
ables us  to  recognize  the  true  quality  of  our  hearts,  thus  bringing 
about  real  brotherhood  and  true  unity,  because  of  real  understand- 
ing. The  Great  Buddha,  the  Teacher  of  Nirvana  and  The  Law, 
imparted  Wisdom  which,  in  freeing  the  minds  of  men,  made  it- 
possible  for  them  to  breathe  the  pure  atmosphere  of  universality. 
And  from  this  point  of  view,  what  is  the  most  practical  and  simple 
aspect  of  Nirvana?  Why,  to  be  without  the  limitations  of  binding 
creeds  and  limited  thoughts  and  circumscribed  views.  Break  the 
fetter  of  limited  vision  if  you  would  see  Truth.  Break  the  fetter 
of  sound  which  prompts  you  to  listen  only  to  that  with  which  you 
agree  or  in  which  you  believe, — that  which  is  pleasant  to  hear. 
Break  the  fetter  of  thought  that  keeps  itself  shut  in  a library  of 
favorite  volumes  or  a laboratory  of  special  research.  Look  upon 
the  world  as  a soul  freed  from  passion  and  delusion,  and  you  have 
become  a follower  of  the  Buddha  who  taught  Nirvana.  And  as  the 
doctrine  of  Nirvana  brings  to  us  a true  picture  of  the  spirit,  uni- 
versal and  impersonal,  so  too,  the  docrine  of  Karma  gives  us  a true 
picure  of  the  world  of  manifestation  or  matter.  An  understanding 
of  Karma  explains  the  differences  of  this  world,  why  we  are  what 
we  are,  why  sages  and  fools,  seers  and  blind-men  live  side  by  side, 
and  how  they  should  live  in  peace  and  harmony, — all  that  is  ex- 
plained in  the  doctrine  of  Karma,  which  once  understood  enables 
us  to  radiate  true  love.  Remember  he  words  of  the  Blessed  One : 

“That  which  ye  sow  ye  reap.  See  yonder  fields! 

The  sesamum  was  sesamum , the  corn 

Was  corn.  The  Silence  and  the  Darkness  knew! 

So  is  a man’s  fate  born. 

He  oometh,  reaper  of  the  things  he  sowed, 

Sesamum,  corn,  so  much  cast  in  past  birth; 

And  so  much  weed  and  poison-stuff j which  mar 
Him  and  the  aching  earth.” 

And  this  mighty  doctrine  of  Karma,  Gautama,  The  Enlight- 
ened One,  did  not  give  to  the  world  for  the  first  time.  Bodhi- 
Dharma,  Wisdom-Religion,  is  imperishable  and  eternal.  It  did  not 
come  into  existence  with  Gautama  Shakyamuni.  His  great  task 


was  to  re-proclaim  the  Dharma,  which  antedates  the  Vedas  them- 
selves. 

Buddhism  was  founded  to  dispel  cant  and  superstitution  from 
the  human  mind.  It  was  intended  to  remove  man  from  the  thral- 
dom of  so-called  revealed  religions.  Gautama  Buddha,  who  tore 
open  the  veil  of  cosmic  mysery  and  revealed  to  the  naked  eye  the 
innate  truth  which  pervades  the  universe  can  never  be  excelled. 
Buddhism  can  never  be  equalled  and  modern  science,  so  far  as  it 
has  delved  into  the  mysteries  of  life  and  death,  has  verified  its 
innate  truths.  Buddhism  is  Truth  and  Truth  is  Buddhism,  because 
Buddhism  appeals  to  human  reason  and  not  to  human  superstitu- 
tion. The  Great  Founder  of  Buddhism  used  to  deliver  a sermon 
and  then  ask  his  hearers  to  repeat  to  him  what  they  had  heard 
and  argue  with  them  as  to  what  they  had  understood.  In  this  way 
he  brought  up  a generation  of  deep  thinkers  who  carried  the  Light 
of  Enlightenment  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  world. 

The  world  is  now  thirsting  for  a new  religion.  The  time  is 
ripe  to  again  proclaim  the  Truth  that  makes  men  free,  the  Wis- 
dom-Religion which  the  world,  struggling  in  the  darkness  of  be- 
lief-religion, made  by  priests,  or  knowledge-religion,  based  on 
mere  factual  knowledge  derived  from  books,  so  sorely  needs.  Now, 
in  this  period  of  conflict  and  grasping  after  power,  of  political, 
economic,  social,  and,  above  all,  spiritual  upheaval,  as  never  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  the  world,  does  man-kind  need,  desperately, 
to  understand  and  to  practice  the  Wisdom-Teaching  of  Karma  and 
Brotherly  Love! 

Buddhism  as  a world-religion  recommends  itself  to  all  men  as 
a practical  doctrine  of  what  is  good  for  man  to  do  here  and  now, 
in  order  to  enjoy  as  much  freedom  from  infelicity  as  is  possible 
in  this  world.  It  also  recommends  itself  to  all  men  as  a teaching 
of  what  requires  to  be  done  to  surmount  this  world  altogether  and 
pass  beyond  to  what  is  better.  To  do  this  effectively  it  needs  ex- 
pounders in  spoken  and  in  written  words;  and  not  least  those  who 
shall  exemplify  that  teaching  in  actual  life,  exhibited  before  all 
men’s  eyes.  With  such  a cogent  and  all-appealing  message  as  de- 
liverance from  suffering,  it  only  needs  the  other  two  things,  ex- 
pounders and  livers  of  that  message  to  become  the  religion  best 
suited  to  the  needs  of  all  men  all  over  the  world,  in  short,  THE 
world-religion  par  excellence. 


WHAT  IS  BUDDHISM? 

A BRIEF  STATEMENT  OF  ITS  TENETS 

1.  Buddhism  is  the  religion  of  deliverance  from  evil  by  en- 
lightenment. 

2.  Enlightenment  means  recognition  of  truth  and  truth  must 


be  found  by  investigation. 

Enlightenment  teaches  that  the  law  of  cause  and  effect  is  ir- 
refragable in  the  moral  world  not  less  than  in  the  physical  world, 
and  that  every  evil  deed  has  its  evil  effect,  every  good  deed  its 
good  consequences,  which  we  cannot  escape  either  in  this  or  in 
any  other  existence. 

By  enlightenment  we  learn  that  the  main  evil,  indeed  the  sole 
absolute  evil  is  moral  badness,  and  its  cause  is  selfhood.  Selfhood 
is  an  illusion,  but  the  illusion  is  dispelled  by  enlightenment. 

Enlightenment  at  the  same  time  imparts  an  all-comprehensive 
kindness  toward  all  living  beings,  and  a deep  compassion  with 
every  creature  that  suffers. 

Thus,  truth  is  like  a lamp.  It  reveals  to  us  the  good  law  and 
points  out  the  noble  path  of  righteousness  leading  to  Nirvana. 

3.  Nirvana,  or  the  entire  surrender  of  selfhood  to  truth,  is  de- 
liverance from  evil,  and  the  highest  bliss  attainable. 

4.  He  who  has  attained  to  perfect  enlightenment,  so  as  to  be 
a teacher  of  mankind,  is  called  by  Buddhists  a Buddha,  which 
means  the  Enlightened  One. 

5.  Buddhists  revere  Gautama  Siddhartha  as  Buddha,  for  he 
has  for  the  first  time  most  clearly  pointed  out  the  truth  which  has 
proved  an  unspeakable  blessing  to  many  hundreds  of  millions  of 
suffering  beings. 

EXPLANATIONS 

In  order  to  remove  some  of  the  most  important  miscompre- 
hensions we  add  the  following  explanatins: 

1.  Buddhism  has  no  dogmas  in  the  sense  of  Christian  dogmas. 
Its  doctrines  are  not  based  upon  a revelation  in  the  sense  of  a 
Christian  revelation.  Every  Buddhist  is  free  to  investigate  for 
himself  the  facts  from  which  the  Buddhist  doctrines  have  been 
derived.  Buddha  had  no  other  revelation  than  the  experience  which 
every  human  being  is  confronted  with.  He  only  had  a deeper  in- 
sight into  the  nature  of  things,  and  could,  better  than  any  other 
man,  trace  the  cause  of  evil  and  propose  a remedy. 

2.  A conflict  between  religion  and  science  is  impossible  in 
Buddhism.  It  is  in  harmony  with  Buddha’s  injunctions  to  accept 
all  those  propositions  which  have  been  proved  to  be  true  by  a 
careful  scientific  investigation.  Buddha  taught  only  those  truths 
which  are  necessary  for  salvation.  It  is  noteworthy  that  modern 
psychology,  as  worked  out  by  the  most  advanced  Western  scientists 
who  have  heard  little  of  Buddha,  confirm  Buddha’s  doctrines  of 
the  soul. 

3.  Buddhism  is  commonly  said  to  deny  the  existence  of  the 
soul.  This  statement  is  correct  or  incorrect  according  to  the  sense 
in  which  the  word  soul  is  used.  Buddhism  denies  the  existence  of 


a soul-substratum,  of  a metaphysical  soul-entity  behind  the  soul; 
but  not  of  the  feeling,  thinking,  aspiring  soul,  such  as  we  know 
from  experience  ourselves  to  be.  To  deny  the  existence  of  the  soul 
in  the  latter  sense  would  be  a denial  of  the  surest  facts  of  the  ex- 
istence of  which  we  have  the  most  direct  and  most  reliable 
knowledge. 

4.  Buddhism  does  not  propose  the  doctrine  of  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  soul  at  the  moment  of  death,  but  teaches  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  soul  according  to  the  deeds  done  during  life,  which 
is  called  the  law  of  Karma.  There  are  among  Buddhists  various 
views  and  theories  as  to  the  law  of  Karma  and  the  reincarnation 
of  the  soul.  They  are  mostly  various  ways  of  symbolically  express- 
ing the  same  truth;  but  should  they  be  contradictory,  this  ques- 
tion as  all  other  problems,  will  have  to  be  decided  by  an  impartial 
investigation  of  the  facts  with  the  best  scientific  methods  at  our 
command. 

5.  Buddhism  is  commonly  said  to  deny  the  existence  of  God. 
This  is  true  or  not  true  according  to  the  definition  of  God.  While 
Buddhists  do  not  believe  that  God  is  an  individual  being  like  our- 
selves, they  recognise  that  the  Christian  God-idea  contains  an  im- 
portant truth,  which,  however,  is  more  perfectly  expressed  in  Bud- 
dhism. Buddhism  teaches  that  the  essence  of  Buddha,  or  Ami- 
tabha,  the  source  of  light,  i.  e.  that  which  gives  enlightenment, 
and  the  recognition  of  which  is  Nirvana,  is  omnipresent  and  eter- 
nal. It  is  that  which  gives  reality  to  existence,  it  is  the  everlasting 
prototype  of  truth,  and  above  all  it  is  the  good  law  of  religion 
wtiich  is  the  ulimate  authority  of  moral  conduct. 

6.  Buddhism  is  no  pessimism.  Buddhism,  it  is  true,  boldly 
and  squarely  faces  the  problem  of  evil,  and  recognises  the  exis- 
tence of  evil ; but  it  does  so  in  order  to  show  to  mankind  the  way 
of  escape.  Buddhism  does  not  preach  annihilation,  but  salvation; 
it  does  not  teach  death  but  life;  it  does  not  enjoin  mortification 
but  the  right  way  of  living;  its  aim  is  Nirvana,  the  abandonment 
of  selfhood  and  leading  a life  of  truth  which  is  attainable  here 
upon  earth  in  this  life  of  ours. 

7.  Christianity  in  many  respects  resembles  Buddhism.  The 
ethics  of  Christ  are  truly  elevating  and  remind  Buddhists  of  the 
noble  injunctions  of  Buddha.  Buddhists,  however,  do  not  accept 
the  dogmas  of  Christianity  because  they  stand  in  contradiction  to 
science  and  are  apt  to  foster  a spirit  of  intolerance  and  narrow- 
ness.— Reprint  from  the  works  of  the  late  Dr.  Paid  Cams. 

The  Western  Buddhist  Order  has  re-issued  this  pamphlet 
as  a memorial  to  the  life  and  work  of  a good  and  great  Mis- 
sioner,  the  late  REVEREND  ITSUZO  KYOGOKU. 


